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State Bar of Texas 
Austin, Texas 

February 21, 2020 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Meeting Agenda 

 
 

9:30 Commencement / Opening Remarks – The Honorable Eva Guzman 
    

 First Order of Business – The Honorable Eva Guzman 
• Adopt Minutes from September 27, 2019, Tab 2 

 
9:45 Remarks by Dr. Jerry Milner, Associate Commissioner, Children’s Bureau and Mr. David Kelly, 

Special Assistant, Office of the Associate Commissioner, Children’s Bureau 
 
10:15 Executive Director Report and Committee Updates – Children’s Commission Staff  

 
10:50 Presentation on Family Reunification by Ms. Karla Baker, Parent Collaboration Group and  

Ms. Danna Mayhall, Attorney at Law 
 

11:10 Break  
 
11:30 Commissioner Updates 

 
12:15 Lunch 
 
12:45 Commissioner Updates, continued 
 
1:30 Presentation by Félix Herrera, Office of the Consulate General of Mexico, Austin  
 
1:45 Collaborative Council Member Input 

 
2:00 DFPS / CPS Update  
 
2:15 Office of Court Administration Update 
 
2:30 Jurist in Residence Report 
 
2:45 New Business / Adjourn 

 
  Meeting Schedule: May 22, 2020, State Bar of Texas  

       September 18, 2020, Supreme Court of Texas  
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  PERMANENT JUDICIAL COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES  
MINUTES OF MEETING   

September 27, 2019 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

State Bar of Texas  
Austin, Texas   

  
ATTENDANCE  

Commissioners  Attended Did Not 
Attend 

Chair, Hon. Eva Guzman, Justice, Supreme Court of Texas, Austin    
Chair Emeritus, Hon. Harriet O’Neill, Justice, retired, Law Office of Harriet O’Neill, Austin    
Vice Chair, Hon. Piper McCraw, Judge, 469th Judicial District Court, McKinney    
Col. Sonya Batchelor, General Counsel, Texas Military Department, Austin    
Corey Benbow, Chief Executive Officer, The Tax Box, Austin     
Erin Bennett, Policy Advisor, Office of the Governor, Austin     
Paula Bibbs-Samuels, Parent Representative, Slaton    
Kristene Blackstone, Associate Commissioner for Child Protective Services, Dept. of Family and Protective 
Services, Austin    

Hon. Susan Brown, Presiding Judge, 11th Administrative Judicial Region, Houston    
Hon. Darlene Byrne, Judge, 126th District Court, Austin    
Hon. Gary Coley, Judge, 74th District Court, Waco    
Hon. Julie Countiss, Justice, First Court of Appeals, Houston    

Sheila Craig, Director, Substance Use Disorder Services, Policy, Prevention, and Planning, Health and Human 
Services Commission, Austin    

Hon. Randall Hufstetler, Judge, 300th District Court, Brazoria    
Dr. Andrew Keller, President & CEO, Meadows Mental Health Policy Institute, Dallas    
Hon. Stephanie Klick, District 91, Texas House of Representatives, North Richland Hills    
Hon. Selina Mireles, Associate Judge, 4th and 5th Administrative Regions Child Protection, Laredo    
Katie Olse (by Proxy Katie Elseth), Executive Director, Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services, Austin    
Hon. Robbie Partida-Kipness, Justice, Fifth District Court of Appeals, Dallas    
Cindy Patrick, Senior Program Officer, Meadows Foundation, Dallas    
Hon. Frank Rynd, General Counsel, Archdiocese Galveston-Houston, Houston   
Hon. Peter Sakai, Judge, 225th District Court, San Antonio    
Hon. Michael Schneider, former Judge, 315th District Court, Houston    
Hon. Randy Shelton, Judge, 279th Civil District Court, Beaumont   
Luanne Southern, Senior Director of Texas Strategic Consulting, Casey Family Programs, Austin    
Vicki Spriggs, (by Proxy Andy Homer) Chief Executive Officer, Texas CASA, Inc., Austin    
Hon. Carlos Villalon, Associate Judge, Child Protection Court of the Rio Grande Valley, Edinburg    
Hon. Royce West, (by Proxy Graham Keever) Texas Senate, District 23, Dallas     
Senior Judicial Advisor    
Hon. Michael Massengale, former Justice, First Court of Appeals, Houston    
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Collaborative Council Attended Did Not 
Attend 

Tymothy Belseth, Research Coordinator, Texas Institute for Child & Family Wellbeing, The University of Texas, 
Austin    
M. Lynn Chamberlin, Sr. Assistant County Attorney, Harris County Attorney's Office, Houston     
Irene Clements, President, National Foster Family Association, and Consultant, Butterfly Marketing, L.L.C., 
Pflugerville   

William B. Connolly, Attorney, Connolly & Shireman, L.L.P., Houston   

Sarah Crockett, Public Policy Coordinator, Texas CASA, Austin   

De Shaun Ealoms, Parent Program Specialist, Department of Family and Protective Services, Austin   

Barbara Elias-Perciful, President, Texas Lawyers for Children, Dallas   

Debra Emerson, CPS Director of Youth Transitional Living Services, Dept. of Family and Protective Services, 
Austin   

Mike Foster, Administrator, Central Texas Table of Grace, Austin   

Will Francis, Government Relations Director, National Association of Social Workers/Texas Chapter, Austin   

Sadie Funk, Executive Director, Texas Alliance for Infant Mental Health, Austin   

Teal de la Garza, Attorney at Law, Bill De La Garza & Associates, P.C., Houston   

Christine Gendron, Executive Director, Texas Network of Youth Services, Austin   

Sandra Hachem, Senior Assistant County Attorney, Harris County Attorney’s Office, Houston   

David Halpern, Director, Promise Mentor Program, Seedling Foundation, Austin   

Lisa Harst, Strategic Partnerships Associate, Children’s Advocacy Centers of Texas, Austin   

Félix Herrera, Secretary of Relations, Consul for Protection and Legal Affairs, Austin   

Alex Hunt, Attorney, Hunt Law Firm, Katy   

Bruce Kendrick, Director of Outreach, Embrace Texas, McKinney   

Knox Kimberly, Vice President for Advocacy and Education, Lutheran Social Services of the South, Austin   

Tracy Levins, State Development Specialist, Texas Institute for Excellence in Mental Health, The University of 
Texas, Austin   

Gabriella McDonald, Pro Bono and New Projects Director, Texas Appleseed, Austin   

Pamela McPeters, Director of Public Policy, Texas Association for the Protection of Children, Austin   

Kate Murphy, Senior Policy Associate, Texans Care for Children, Austin   

Judy Powell, Communications Director, Parent Guidance Center, Austin   

Mary Christine Reed, Director, Texas Foster Youth Justice Project, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Austin   

Carolyne Rodriguez, Independent Consultant, Austin   

Tanya Rollins, State Disproportionality Manager, Department of Family and Protective Services, Austin   

Johana Scot, Executive Director, Parent Guidance Center, Austin   

Janet Sharkis, Executive Director, Texas Office for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities, Austin   

Andrea Sparks, Child Sex Trafficking Team Director, Office of the Governor, Austin    

Hon. Ian Spechler, State Office of Administrative Hearings, Austin    

Jeanne Stamp, Texas Homeless Education Network, Austin    

Gloria Terry, Coalition President, Texas Council on Family Violence, Austin   

Kenneth Thompson, Fatherhood Program Specialist, Department of Family and Protective Services, Austin   

 Attending Committee Members and Guests 

Barbara Ball, Senior Research Associate, University of Texas TX Institute for Child & Family Wellbeing, Austin  

Justice Jane Bland, Supreme Court or Texas, Austin 

Katie Elseth, Continuous Quality Improvement Analyst, Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services, Austin  
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Hon. Delia Gonzales, Associate Judge, Dallas County Child Protection & Permanency Court, Dallas  

Barbara Grimmer, CPS Policy Coordinator, Texas Council on Family Violence, Austin  

Graham Keever, Legislative Director, Texas Senate, Office of Hon. Royce West, Austin 

Andrew Homer, Director of Public Affairs, Texas CASA, Austin 

Geron Landon, Intern, Texas CASA, Austin 

Joey Orduna Hastings, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Reno, Nevada 

Wanda Peña, Senior Director, Casey Family Programs, San Antonio 

Crystal Leff-Pinon, Managing Attorney, The Family Helpline, Austin  

Lulu Portillo, Paralegal/Youth Specialist, Texas Foster Youth Justice Project, Austin 

Barbara Schafer, Children’s Court Administrator, 225th District Court, San Antonio  

Maggie Trungale, Judicial Intern, 126th District Court, Austin 

Elizabeth Watkins, Family Justice Director, Williamson County Attorney’s Office, Williamson County  

Trevor Woodruff, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Family and Protective Services, Austin 

Attending Staff 
Tina Amberboy, Executive Director, Children’s Commission 

Jessica Arguijo, Administrative Assistant, Children’s Commission 

Jamie Bernstein, Assistant Director, Children’s Commission  

Renée Castillo-De La Cruz, Staff Attorney, Children’s Commission  

Tiffany Edwards, Executive Assistant, Children’s Commission  

Jocelyn Fowler, Staff Attorney, Children’s Commission  

Anissa Johnson, Program Specialist, Office of Court Administration  

Monica Mahoney, Program Specialist, Children’s Commission  

Dylan Moench, Staff Attorney, Children’s Commission  

Patrick Passmore, Grant Manager, Children’s Commission  

Mena Ramon, General Counsel, Office of Court Administration 

Milbrey Raney, Training Director, Children’s Commission  

Andrea Vicencio, Executive Assistant, Children’s Commission 

Charlotte Velasco, Project Manager – Information Services, Office of Court Administration  

Hon. Dean Rucker, Presiding Judge, Seventh Administrative Judicial Region, Jurist in Residence, Midland  

Hon. Rob Hofmann, Judge, 452nd District Court, Jurist in Residence, Mason 

CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS  
Justice Eva Guzman called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. and welcomed Commissioners and guests to 
the final Commission meeting of 2019.   
  
Justice Guzman introduced Justice Bland who was recently appointed to the Supreme Court and who 
previously served on the First Court of Appeals in Houston. 
 
Recognition of Guests  
Justice Guzman welcomed special guest Ms. Joey Orduna Hastings, Chief Executive Officer of the National 
Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, an organization that serves 30,000 professionals nationwide.  
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Commissioner Membership Changes  
Justice Guzman directed members to Tab 1 of the Commission Notebook and introduced three new 
members of the Commission: Justice Robbie Partida-Kipness, justice on the Fifth District Court of Appeals 
as of November 2018; Judge Randy Shelton, judge of the 279th District Court in Beaumont, Texas; and Ms. 
Katie Olse, Chief Executive Officer of the Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services. 
 
Justice Guzman also announced the departure of two commissioners: Judge Peter Sakai, judge of the 225th 
District Court in San Antonio, and Judge Carlos Villalon, associate judge of the Child Protection Court of the 
Rio Grande Valley West. Justice Guzman invited both judges to stay involved with the Children’s 
Commission in a different capacity.  
 
Committee Membership Changes 
No committee member changes were reported. 
 
Collaborative Council Membership Changes  
Justice Guzman announced Collaborative Council changes and stated that Susan McDowell, Judge Scott 
McCown, Mara Friesen, Richard Lavallo, Jon Olson, Kelly Kravitz, Ashley Harris, and Helen Gaebler all 
transitioned off the Collaborative Council. No new members were added to the Collaborative Council. 
Justice Guzman asked those attending for recommendations to fill vacancies.  
  
Staff Member Changes  
The Children’s Commission added a new staff attorney, Ms. Renée Castillo-De La Cruz, who most recently 
was employed as a prosecutor handling the CPS docket in Caldwell County.  
  
Adoption of May 31, 2019 Meeting Minutes  
Justice Guzman directed members to Tab 2 of the Meeting Notebook and noted that members were 
provided the opportunity to review the May 31, 2019 minutes prior to the meeting. Justice Guzman asked 
if there were any corrections, and none were noted.   
  
ACTION: Justice Guzman asked for a motion to adopt the meeting minutes of the May 31, 2019 meeting. A 
motion was made to adopt the minutes by Judge Darlene Byrne and seconded by Judge Piper McCraw. The 
minutes were adopted unanimously.   
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT  
Ms. Tina Amberboy briefly updated the Commission Members on a National Judicial Leadership Summit 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Judge Dean Rucker, Judge Rob Hofmann, Ms. Jamie Bernstein, Ms. Kristene 
Blackstone, Mr. Jeffrey Tsunekawa, and Ms. Teal de la Garza joined Ms. Amberboy to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the Court Improvement Program, which funds the Children’s Commission.  
 
Ms. Amberboy also updated the Commission on the new suggested committee structure, noting that this 
change is authorized by Paragraph 9 of the 2007 Supreme Court Order establishing the Children’s 
Commission.  Paragraph 9 states that the Commission can disband or form new committees as the 
Commission deems appropriate. Ms. Amberboy proposed disbanding the Basic Committee, moving the 
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Foster Care and Education Committee, and creating two new committees for a total of four standing 
committees, and one ad hoc, as follows:   
 
• Systems Improvement - Staff: Jocelyn Fowler, Renee Castillo-De La Cruz  
• Legal Policy and Practice - Staff: Dylan Moench 
• Data - Staff: Dylan Moench 
• Training - Staff: Milbrey Raney   
• Dual Status Task Force (ad hoc) - Staff: Jamie Bernstein  
 
Ms. Amberboy continued to report to the Commission about upcoming projects slated for the 2020 fiscal 
year, referring to the Report to the Commission under Tab 3 as well as a review of the operating budget 
under Tab 4 of the notebook. Ms. Amberboy’s PowerPoint presentation can be found here: 
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/commission-meetings/meeting-notebooks-and-reports/. 
 
ACTION: Justice Guzman announced a vote on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2020 as described under 
Tab 4 to approve and fund the slate of projects and associated expenses for the 2020 budget. A motion was 
made by Judge Carlos Villalon to adopt the budget; the motion was seconded by Judge Darlene Byrne. With 
a quorum present, Commission members voted to approve and adopt the fiscal year 2020 budget and 
projects unanimously. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBER UPDATES   
Hon. Darlene Byrne of Austin announced the Travis County Collaborative Council meeting took place 
October 17, 2019 at Safe Alliance and featured speakers from the Texas Council on Family Violence.  
 
Also, Judge Byrne reported that she recently attended a statewide meeting of the Crossover Youth Practice 
Model (CYPM) implementation sites in San Antonio, and concluded her report with an announcement that 
she would be joining Ms. Jocelyn Fowler at the Alabama Coushatta Indian Child Welfare meeting November 
1, 2019 to present on domestic violence and how it relates to Native American youth and families.  
 
Hon. Selina Mireles of Laredo reported a fifth annual foster care graduation took place for students 
transitioning from elementary to middle school, middle school to high school, and high school graduates. 
This event was held at the courthouse and gave student participants the opportunity to be recognized for 
their accomplishments.  
 
Judge Mireles also reported that during the summer her drug court transitioned from meeting twice per 
month to meeting just one time per month. As part of her drug court, children, parents and case workers 
can participate in activities outside the courtroom, including shopping at HEB with fake money to show the 
children how to shop for their food and make good purchasing decisions. Another activity was a fitness 
work out involving CPS case workers and parents to provide additional opportunities for interaction 
outside of the CPS environment and court.  
 
Hon. Frank Rynd from Houston reported that he is working with Texas CASA on a project to collaborate 
with more faith-based communities with the goal of recruiting CASA volunteers from the faith community. 
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Judge Rynd reported that Judge Sakai and Judge Bonnie Hellums (both former Children’s Commissioners) 
have also been assisting in these efforts by participating in several committees.  
  
Hon. Julie Countiss from Houston shared that there are 10 new appellate justices in Houston and that 
many of their cases are parental termination cases. Justice Countiss stated that she is appreciative of her 
connection with the Children’s Commission as it allows her to hear about what is happening in other 
jurisdictions around the state. Justice Countiss reported she is gratified that the Children’s Commission 
places such emphasis on improving legal representation for parents and children.   
 
Hon. Judge Randy Shelton from Beaumont requested assistance with prom dresses for the upcoming 
prom season due to floods in his area. The Rainbow Room, along with over 15 foster family and case 
worker’s homes, was flooded. Judge Shelton also reported that for the first time, a child that is aging out of 
foster care that had the opportunity to participate in the local Debutant ball. Judge Shelton announced that 
the local women’s shelter was also affected by the flooding and that 50-60 women and children were 
displaced.  
 
Ms. Katie Elseth proxy for Ms. Katie Olse from Austin reported the Texas Child Care Administrator’s 
Conference took place September 30th in San Antonio with over 1,000 participants. Ms. Tina Amberboy 
and Judge Sakai presented together on Normalcy for Children and Youth in Foster Care.  
 
Ms. Elseth also reported about the ongoing partnership with Casey Family Programs and the Department 
of Family and Protective Services to evaluate readiness for the Family First Prevention Services Act. Ms. 
Elseth announced that as the initiative moves forward, the judicial community will be invited to help. She 
expressed that she was looking forward to presenting on data trends and analysis at the Child Welfare 
Judges Conference taking place in October.  
 
Hon. Susan Brown of Houston reported that seven of the nine CPC courts authorized by the 86th 
Legislature are up and running. Also, a new judge hired to handle cases in the 11th region now covers three 
of her six counties. Judge Charles Griffin has been hired to handle dockets in Harris County and team with 
Brazoria County to start a children’s court.  
 
Judge Brown reported that she is also hiring judges for counties that do not have a Child Protection Court. 
Also, that she recently evaluated her IV-D child support and child protection court judges. She intends to 
promote trauma training among the judges in her region and would like to also create a training for 
attorneys practicing in the courts for which she is the Presiding Judge. 
 
 Mr. Graham Keever proxy for Senator Royce West reported an ad litem bill was filed for children to 
have legal representation while they are in care, however it did not get a hearing. Senate Bill 355, which 
Representative Klick’s office assisted with, was passed. The Fatherhood Task Force, Bill 1130, did not pass, 
nor did the PEI Bill.   
 
Hon. Randall Hufstetler of Brazoria County shared his appreciation of the Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeals with regard to child welfare and family law issues, comparing parental termination cases to death 
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penalty cases, and stated he would like to see more qualified attorneys taking parental termination cases. 
Judge Hufstetler encouraged all attorneys to take The National Family Law Trial Institute.  
 
Judge Hufstetler announced the creation of a domestic violence court in his region, after seeing the same 
clients in his CPS courts were also dealing with family violence as well.  
      
Ms. Paula Bibbs-Samuels of Slaton reminded meeting attendees that the Statewide Parent Collaboration 
Group still meets monthly. With the help of Casey Family Programs, they are working on a plan to move 
forward as a group, professionally. Ms. Bibbs-Samuels reported the workgroup also has a landing page on 
the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services website where meeting dates in the different 
regions are posted. Ms. Bibbs-Samuels also reported that parents from the workgroup speak to new hires 
for CPS. This allows new case workers to ask questions of parents that have experienced CPS and the 
proceedings.  
 
Ms. Bibbs-Samuels also shared information for two upcoming conferences she and the Parent Collaboration 
Group would participate: The Dare to Change Conference on October 23, 2019, in El Paso and Partners in 
Prevention Conference on November 5-7, 2019.  
 
Col. Sonya Batchelor from Austin reported to the Commission that she has been in communication with 
judges across the State of Texas and is trying to figure out how to best assist in the child welfare realm. Ms. 
Batchelor is open to anyone with ideas on best collaborations going forward. Col. Batchelor attended the 
second annual Summit of Military Connected Families at Fort Knox in September 2019.   
 
Justice Michael Massengale from Houston identified a theme from the Commission’s September report 
related to quality representation for children and parents and advised attorneys to attend the Trial Skills 
Training (TST) held annually by the Children’s Commission noting that TST participants learn how to 
advocate for their clients, among other skills. Justice Massengale encouraged trial court judges to hold 
attorneys in their respective courts accountable, as they are the ones who appoint them.   
  
Hon. Gary Coley from Waco shared an update about the Baylor Trial Advocacy Clinic which allows third 
year law students who hold a third-year bar card to represent children in juvenile detention at their initial 
detention hearing, giving them an opportunity to be in a courtroom setting for the first time. From 
September 1 to August 31, there were 115 children represented by the Trial Advocacy Clinic attorneys.  
 
Judge Coley also updated the Commission about the human trafficking program in his county, Unbound, 
which held a training event in August. Participants from Colorado and Connecticut traveled to learn 
McLennan County’s approach to human trafficking. Unbound received a grant for $200,000 intended to 
help Texas schools with preventing human trafficking.  
  
Hon. Michael Schneider from Houston reported about The Way Home nonprofit that assists children ages 
11-17 transitioning from foster care to permanent placement.  They have had a 54% percent success rate 
at finding permanent placements for children they assist who are aging out of foster care. Judge Schneider 
would like to make this a statewide effort, with the help of child advocates, and/or DFPS. Judge Schneider 
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invited anyone interested in training for their region to take part in the three-pillar program. This program 
allows neighbors, former teachers, and biological families to be a part of activities and possibly match with 
a child in care.  
 
Judge Schneider also reported about Houston’s 9th annual CPS CLE, noting one presentation in particular 
called Lost in Translation, which focused on the difficulties associated with interpreting a case without a 
legal background. Many interpreters are unfamiliar with terms used in social work, leading to a 
misunderstanding of the terms and acronyms being used. Judge Schneider explained the time and 
complexity of legal issues, and that interpreters may not always feel comfortable asking the court to slow 
down. Language barriers also hinder law enforcement and DFPS from better understanding the need of 
parents. This CLE is scheduled for February 2020, and possibly will be added to the Child Protection Law 
CLE occurring in March 2020. Judge Schneider concluded his report adding that he can connect anyone 
interested in having Bill Connally presenting on this topic.   
 
Hon. Carlos Villalon from the Rio Grande Valley reflected on how rapidly the past 6 years went by and his 
appreciation for the Commission in helping him improve his court practices. Judge Villalon spoke about 
Trauma Informed Care and his local requirement that attorneys who take court appointed cases attend the 
Empower to Connect two-day training offered by the TCU Karyn Purvis Institute.  
 
Judge Villalon also mentioned his recent collaboration with Mr. Tym Belseth and Ms. Barbara Ball on the 
Texas Youth Permanency Study which partnered with University of Texas Rio Grande Valley to study case 
outcomes for youth who are ages 14-18 over the next five years.  
 
Judge Villalon also attended the Statewide Collaborative of Trauma Informed Care Task Force meeting on 
July 26, in Austin as well as the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges conference. Judge 
Villalon also plans to collaborate with UTRGV to offer internships for social work students attending the 
university.  
 
Judge Villalon also reported that with a grant from the Judicial Commission on Mental Health that Dr. 
Sandra Hansmann and Dr. Cynthia Jones, from the UTRGV School of Rehabilitation Services, collaborated 
with the Office of Victim’s Advocacy to provide substance abuse training to local stakeholders.   
 
Concluding his report, Judge Villalon announced the first pro bono mediation taking place in his region.  
 
Hon. Piper McCraw of McKinney reported a new Family Law Court has been established to handle CPS 
cases.  Of 13 courts in Collin County, only 5 hear CPS cases. Also, in July several attorneys attended a trauma-
based training in her locale.   
 
Judge McCraw also reported that she has started monthly meetings for CPS employees, CASA advocates, 
and other child welfare advocates in her community.  
 
Recently, Judge McCraw introduced the Moral Reasoning Therapy (MRT) Program which uses a cognitive 
behavioral, peer-based approach. Participants are encouraged to analyze their choices and accept 
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responsibility for their actions and decisions and help each other be more accountable for future decisions. 
This program started with the criminal courts and is new to the CPS docket. Private donations are helping 
fund the course materials.  
 
Mr. Andy Homer on behalf of Ms. Vicky Spriggs of Austin shared statistics from the Collaborative Family 
Engagement (CFE) Program, which is expanding statewide. In 2019, 31 programs served more than 48 
counties, including 1,400 children and 800 families.  In 2020, the program will be expanded to 10 additional 
counties. Mr. Homer spoke about CFE expanding to Bexar County and Panhandle and other areas of the 
state with the goal of being statewide by 2025. Mr. Homer reported in 2019, CASA had 11,000 volunteers 
statewide. Finalizing his report, Mr. Homer expressed his appreciation for the Commission and the work 
collaborations with Texas CASA, including education and trauma.  
 
Hon. Robbie Partida-Kipness from Dallas introduced herself to meeting attendees. Justice Partida-
Kipness announced she was elected to the Fifth Court of Appeals in November 2018 and presides over six 
counties, including Dallas, Collin, Rockwell, Hunt, Kaufman, and Grayson. Justice Partida-Kipness expressed 
her interest in serving on a committee and assisting where needed.  
 
Commissioner Certificate Presentation from Justice Guzman  
 
Justice Guzman presented Judge Peter Sakai and Judge Carlos Villalon certificates of appreciation, on 
behalf of the Commission, for their dedication and service. Judge Sakai and Judge Villalon completed their 
terms on the Commission in November 2019.    
 
Presentation from Judge Peter Sakai and Ms. Barbara Schafer  
Hon. Peter Sakai, District Judge for Bexar County, and Ms. Barbara Schafer presented during lunch on 
recent developments in Bexar County with the Children’s Court initiative, providing statistics and updates 
for the program.  
 
Presentation from Ms. Joey Orduna Hastings  
Ms. Joey Orduna Hastings of Las Vegas, Nevada is the CEO of the National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges (NCJFCJ). Ms. Hastings spoke about the importance of collaboration with parents, human 
trafficking education, working with tribes, and other child welfare issues. Ms. Hastings shared statistics and 
partnership plans, as well as the history of NCJFCJ.  
 
COLLABORATIVE COUNCIL MEMBER UPDATES  
Ms. Kate Murphy of Austin reported about a new collaboration for TexansCare for Children in the Houston 
area. TexansCare primarily focuses on pregnant youth in foster care and on pregnancy prevention and 
supporting young families in care. Their efforts are supported by the Texas Network of Youth Services and 
the Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy. Three core areas of this program target research, 
advocacy, and workforce development. With the help of the Harris County Youth Collaborative, there are 
also opportunities to build skills and gain certifications.   
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Ms. Carolyne Rodriguez of Austin, updated Commission meeting attendees on the nonprofit ChangeOne, 
an organization focused on children exiting foster care, started in 2012 by Ms. Courtney Jones. Teaming 
with the Texas Alliance of Child and Family Services, college preparation is being provided with the 
assistance of private funding, including opportunities for child and family service internships at the 
University of Texas School of Social Work. A workshop about this will be offered at the Texas Alliance 
Conference in October. Ms. Rodriguez requested stakeholders to consider investing in the initiative by 
assisting with projects, operations, or other needs.  
 
Ms. Rodriguez concluded her report announcing the ChangeOne Thanksgiving event on November 23, 2019 
at Fiesta Gardens in Austin.  
 
DFPS / CPS UPDATE  
Mr. Trevor Woodruff proxy for Ms. Kristene Blackstone of Austin, followed up on the flooding in 
Beaumont. While many were affected, Mr. Woodruff reported all were assisted, with the help of Family-
Based Safety Services, faith-based partnerships, and the assistance of the Texas Alliance of Child and Family 
Services (TACFS).  
 
Mr. Woodruff reported Prevention and Early Intervention efforts and services are being offered to military 
families. DFPS has new Memorandums of Understanding with military bases in San Antonio, to help 
families better understand the process of CPS. Mr. Woodruff expressed his intent to expand those efforts to 
Bell County. 
 
Mr. Woodruff updated the Commission about the federal lawsuit, stating that after two rounds of appeals, 
approximately 80% of the original court order was struck, and that several changes are also ongoing. Mr. 
Woodruff also reported that Community Based Care is going well across the state.  
 
Concluding his report, Mr. Woodruff addressed concerns regarding children facing immigration challenges. 
He clarified that only children who have suffered abuse or neglect are taken into the state foster care 
system. The ongoing situation at the border is being monitored by DFPS.  
 
In response to an issue raised by Judge Villalon, Mr. Woodruff addressed the issue of children not having 
access to organ donation lists due to their foster care status.  After some investigation, DFPS concluded that 
each hospital’s rules vary, and he has recruited Dr. Rodriguez, DFPS staff doctor, to reach out to health care 
providers to establish a better line of communication about this issue.  
 
OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION UPDATE  
Ms. Mena Ramon of Austin, on behalf of Mr. David Slayton, provided the update for Office of Court 
Administration. Ms. Ramon advised that going forward updates to the Commission will be provided by Mr. 
Jeffrey Tsunekawa. Ms. Ramon updated the Commission about funding for the additional nine child 
protection courts. Ms. Ramon announced changes in judicial regions 10, as well as Dallas, North Texas, 
Harris County and two southern counties, and in Fort Worth.  
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JURIST IN RESIDENCE UPDATE  
Hon. Rob Hofmann of Mason County announced that he and Ms. Jamie Bernstein presented on education 
in Residential Treatment Centers at the State Bar Special Education CLE, as well as at the NACC Conference 
in Anaheim, California.  
 
Judge Hofmann also encouraged meeting attendees to participate in any Community Based Care efforts in 
their locale. He offered himself as a resource along with Judge Melissa DeGerolami or Ms. Tina Amberboy 
for anyone seeking additional information.  
 
Judge Hofmann reported that he presented at the Hill Country Texas CASA 30 Year Anniversary celebration 
on behalf of Ms. Vicki Spriggs.  
 
Finally, Judge Hofmann announced that he and Judge Robin Sage would be traveling to Wyoming Supreme 
Court to speak at their annual Judicial Conference in October.  
  
NEW BUSINESS  
Justice Guzman announced the next Commission Meeting date: February 21, 2020, at the State Bar of Texas.    
  
ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.   
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s C
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at
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 D
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 c
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, p
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 re
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r r
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, C
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 C
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l p
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l p
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s r
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t c
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s C
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 c

ol
la

bo
ra

te
 a

nd
 p

ar
tn

er
 c
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 c
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, p
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 C
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 c
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s c
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f c
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l c
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 c
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s d
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 c
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ra
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f p
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 c
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 c
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f C
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 re

la
te

d 
to

 e
xp

an
di

ng
 C

FE
 (5

.1
0.
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 c
on

tin
ue

 m
om

en
tu

m
 fr

om
 th

e 
fir

st
 A

do
pt

io
n 

Ca
ll 

to
 

Ac
tio

n 
su

m
m

it 
he

ld
 in

 A
ug

us
t 2

01
9 

an
d 

fo
cu

se
d 

on
 a

ch
ie

vi
ng

 p
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 c
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 p
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 b
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 p
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 D
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s C
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 p
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e 

pe
rm

an
en

cy
 g

oa
ls 

an
d 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 D
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 C
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 c
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f c
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 p
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 p
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e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 b

al
an

ce
 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

rig
ht

s a
nd

 d
ut

ie
s o

f a
ll 

pa
rt

ie
s i

nv
ol

ve
d.

 T
he

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
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s m
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1,668,768$        
91,924$              

1,791,065$        
3,551,757$        

Expenses Outstanding
Budget To-date Obligations

Indirect 1,273,639$         359,921$           913,719$            
Staff Directed Projects 183,500$            29,303$              154,197$            

Grants 1,021,569$         243,464$           778,105$            
Scholarships 96,500$              2,728$                93,772$               

2,575,208$         635,415$           1,939,793$         

88,358$               
2,827,984$         
1,939,793$         

976,549$            

FY 2020 BUDGET

FY 2020 OBLIGATIONS

CURRENT FINANCIAL STATUS

FY 2019 Carry Forward  

Estimated Unexpended/Carry Forward FY 2020
FY 2020 Outstanding Obligations 

Federal Fund Balance 2/13/20
 State General Revenue Balance 2/13/20

Children's Commission
Financial Report

FY 2020 State General Revenue 
FY 2020 Federal Distribution

FY 2020 Available Funds
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