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FRAMEWORK

 A recent survey conducted for the National Center for State Courts found
that only 32 percent of African Americans polled believe that state courts
provide equal justice to all.

 Research shows that individuals develop implicit attitudes and stereotypes
as a routine process of sorting and categorizing the vast amounts of
sensory information they encounter on an ongoing basis

 National  Center for State Courts, Helping Courts Address Implicit Bias 
(2012), available online at: 
http://www.ncsc.org/~/media/Files/PDF/Topics/Gender%20and%20Racial
%20Fairness/IB_Summary_033012.ashx.



A CALL TO ACTION



PLANNING COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

• Justice Eva M. Guzman, Chair          
(Sup. Ct. of TX) 

• Chief Art Acevedo         
(Houston PD)

• Dannie Archie (Waco)

• Erwin Ballarta (formerly DPS)

• Gary Bledsoe (NAACP)

• Justice Ada Brown (5th COA)

• Justice Marc Brown               
(14th COA)

• Judge Darlene Byrne            
(126th - Austin)

• Sheila Craig (CEDD)

• Rick Figueroa (TJC)

• Michelle M. Fraga
(Fraga Law Firm)

• Chantel Hobbs                       
(Dallas Faces Race)

• Sam Houston (TYLA)

• Marie Jamison                    
(Wright & Close)

• Presiding Judge Sharon Keller 
(TX Ct. Crim. Appeals)

• Judge Lawrence Lujan        
(Ysleta del Sur Pueblo)

• Mary McQueen (NCSC)

• Sarah Cotton Nelson        
(Comm. Foundation of  TX)

• Carmen Roe                         
(Carmen Roe Law Firm)

• Judge Michael Schneider     
(315th - Houston)

• David Slayton (OCA)

• President Michael J. Sorrell     
(Paul Quinn College)

• Rep. Jason Villalba
(State Rep., Dist. 114)

• Judge Carlos Villalon, Jr.        
(CPC Rio Grande Valley West)

• Chief Judge Eric Washington 
(D.C. Court of Appeals)

• Judge Cynthia Wheless
(417th - McKinney)



SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS
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BIG IDEAS

Question: “What is a practical first step you can take now to bring about
change in your community, profession, organization, or agency?”

Categories

Accountability Law Enforcement 

Awareness Legislative

Community Efforts Organizational

Courts Personal

Data Training

Education



SUMMIT TOOLKIT



LESSONS LEARNED

Timeframe Audience Content

Organization Evaluation



VIDEO LINKS

Opening Remarks
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/709bd1b4161be3c0f8/beyond-the-bench_-law-justice-and-communities-

summit-opening-remarks

Keynote Address
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/189bd1b4161be3c290/beyond-the-bench_-law-justice-and-

communities-summit-chief-art-acevedo-houston-police-dept

Viewpoints: Life-Altering Moments
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/d49bd1b4161be3c55c/beyond-the-bench_-law-justice-and-communities-

summit-viewpoints_-life-altering-moments

When Intuition Fails: Mental Shortcuts and Unconscious Bias
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/a09bd1b4161be7c028/beyond-the-bench-law-justice-and-communities-

summit-when-intuition-fails-mental-shortcuts-and-unconscious-bias

Deconstructing Our Decision-Making
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/a09bd1b4161ce6c628/beyond-the-bench_-law-justice-and-

communities-summit-deconstructing-our-decision-making

Closing Remarks and Looking Forward
 https://pbvideo.vids.io/videos/489bd1b4161ce6c4c0/beyond-the-bench_-law-justice-and-communities-

summit-closing-remarks-and-looking-forward
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